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to be delayed for more than two weeks, until after Presi-
dent Poincare had left St. Petersburg, he noted, "A pity/' **
No, instead of urging delay, according to the Wangenheim
story, the Kaiser, with his natural impetuosity, wanted
Austria's action, whatever it might be, to be taken as
quickly as possible.
THE KEAL REASONS FOR DELAY
Equally without foundation is Wangenheim's alleged
reason for the two weeks' delay in sending the ultimatum:
"The financiers said they must have two weeks to sell their
foreign securities and to make loans/' The real reasons
for the delay came wholly from Vienna and not at all from
Berlin. They were mainly two, and are repeatedly referred
to in the German and Austrian documents which were pub-
lished in 1919. The first was that Berchtold, the Austro-
Hungarian Minister of Foreign Affairs, could not act against
Serbia until he had secured the consent of Tisza, the
Premier of Hungary. It took two weeks to win Tisza over
from his original opposition to violent action against Serbia.
The second, and by far the more important, reason for the
final delay, was the fact that Berchtold did not want to
present the ultimatum to Serbia until it was certain that
President Poincare and the French Premier, Viviani, had
left St. Petersburg and were inaccessible upon the high
seas returning to France. For otherwise Russia, under the
influence of the "champagne mood" of the Franco-Russian
toasts and the chauvinism of Poincare, Izvolski, the Grand
Duke Nicholas and the others gathered at St. Petersburg,
would be much more likely to give Serbia military support,
and thereby thwart Austria's plans for "localizing3*1 the con-
flict with Serbia.23
22 KD., 40, 50.
23 For delay on account of Tisza, cf. A.R.B., I, 2, 8, 9, 10, 19, 26;
ED., 18. 19. 29. 40. 49. 50; and on account of Poincare's presence ir